
Noon Bible Study: 2 kings 17
2 Kings 17:1-6 - Hoshea, the last king of Israel

The Assyrian empire is looming over the entire region.  We have met the kings of Assyria in the last chapters, but now we 
will come face to face with the dominance of the kingdom like never before.  Initially Hoshea king of Israel becomes a 
“servant” of the king of Assyria (Shalmaneser V) and “paid him tribute” (v. 3).  But for some reason Hoshea attempted to 
conspire with Egypt and stopped paying Assyria Israel’s dues.  As a result, Hoshea is imprisoned and Israel is invaded.

After a 3 year siege of Samaria (where the invading army surrounds the city and “starves” out the people), the capital 
of Israel is finally captured.  And the citizens of Israel will be exiled.

Assyrian policy of exile: Assyria practiced a military and political strategy against their conquered foes known as 
exile and deportation.  They would literally move the population of one nation into the land of another.  In the case of 
Israel they were moved from the land of the northern kingdom into Assyria (specifically in Halah and Habor on the river 
Gozan, per 2 Kings 17:6).  This proved to be tremendously disorienting for the captive people.  They are taken to live in 
unfamiliar lands, surrounded by speakers of unknown languages.  This led to the domination of the defeated nation as 
well as the dependence of that nation upon Assyria (and later Babylon).  It often caused the captives to become 
assimilated into the Assyrian culture, leading to a growth in the Assyrian empireo by default.  In addition, another 
nation would then be transplanted back into the land of the defeated country, so as to make it harder for them to 
return there, even if they had the chance (more on this next).

2 Kings 17:7-18, 19-23 - The End of Israel & Why They Were Defeated & Exiled

This is quite the exhaustive listing of Israel’s sins.  But this not because the writer of 2 Kings is wordy, this listing is 
quite intentional by the LORD.  In a way this listing is the judge’s sentence upon the guilty party which included a full 
and embarrassing reading of all of the criminal’s evil deeds.  Israel is guilty.  Of the following sins...

v. 7 - fearing other gods, rather than the LORD who brought “them” out of Egypt
v. 8 - walking in the customs of the pagan nations and the evil kings of Israel
v. 9 - doing secretive things, building high places in every town
v. 10 - setting up sacred pillars and Asherim
v. 11 - burning incense to false gods, just like the Canaanites did
v. 12 - serving idols, which the LORD had told them specifically not to do
v. 13-14 - ignoring the warning to repent that the LORD declared through his prophets
v. 15 - rejecting his statutes and his covenant
v. 16 - forsaking the LORD in exchange for idols, golden calves, Asherim, Baal and the stars
v. 17 - sacrificing their children, practicing witchcraft and other abominations
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This is a listing of the sins of Israel.  From the beginning of their inception they rejected to the LORD.  Their first king, 
Jeroboam had built golden calves to be worshipped in the north and south.  Every king after him did the similar or worse. 
The LORD was never honored or served.  And notice in these verses, this was not just a declaration of guilt against the 
leaders of Israel, but the entire nation.  The people went along with the foolishness, sin and wickedness of their kings 
and were just as guilty.

You can hear the judge telling the criminal in his court room “you should have known better.  This isn’t the first time 
you and I have spoken, and in the past I have let you off easy.  You should have responded to the mercy of the court by 
reforming your life and rejecting crime and evil.  But since you are here yet again, and it’s clear you haven’t heeded my 
warnings and clear laws, you’re going away, for a long time.”  That’s what the LORD is saying to Israel

2 Kings 17:13-14 (NLT) - Again and again the LORD had sent his prophets and seers to warn both Israel and 
Judah: "Turn from all your evil ways. Obey my commands and decrees-- the entire law that I commanded your 
ancestors to obey, and that I gave you through my servants the prophets."  14 But the Israelites would not 
listen. They were as stubborn as their ancestors who had refused to believe in the LORD their God.

Not only did the LORD send prophets to Israel over and over again to call them to repentance (just in 2 Kings we saw 
Elijah and Elisha who were primarily sent to the northern Kingdom of Israel), but the LORD forewarned the entire nation 
of Israel (and Judah) through Moses as their ancestors agreed to the covenant.  God was going to bless them and 
multiply them and keep them and fight for them and provide for them and protect them and heal them and more and more 
and more - if they would just follow His ways and serve Him alone.  But if they turned from Him (as Israel did), He 
clearly outlined the consequences (or cursing) of that choice.

Deuteronomy 28:15-20, 31-34, 36-37, 41, 45-52, 63-66

The word of the LORD has come to past for the northern kingdom of Israel.  From this moment on, they cease to exist, 
scattered amongst the nations, never to return.

2 Kings 17:24-28 - New residents of Israel

The king of Assyria exiled people from Babylon, Cuthah, Avva, Hamath, and Sephar-vaim back into the land of Israel.  
These new residents did not fear the LORD and the LORD brought punishment against them (lions, v. 25).  In response to 
this the residents write back to the Assyrian king about this problem.  The king sends a priest of the LORD back to Israel 
to teach the residents “how they should fear the LORD” (v. 28).

This is a curious moment for the land of Israel.  Inhabited once again by pagans, a priest comes in to instruct them in 
the ways of Yahweh (from the law of Moses).  So Babylonian and Mesopotamians are living in the land following the LORD 
while the kingdom of Israel is no more.  How strange.

2 Kings 17:29-33 - The nations serve the LORD and the gods they made

Despite the opportunity that these pagan nations had to worship and serve the LORD, they quickly return to their natural 
tendencies and national idols.  However, they don’t reject the LORD fully but serve him along with the gods they made.
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2 Kings 17:34-41 - The new residents choose their old ways

v. 34 - The new residents of Israel are still following after the customs of their original lands and gods.  The writer of 
2 Kings closes this chapter with a summarized statement of the terms of the Mosaic covenant.  Here’s why.  The chapter 
starts with a bad king (Hoshea) being the final straw breaking the LORD’s longsuffering towards Israel.  Assyria 
invades, defeats and deports.  And the judge reads the crimes against the guilty party as the offender is led away in 
judgment.  And it’s as if a reporter stands before the camera and makes some final remarks to those viewing these 
proceedings at home.

That reporter essentially is saying “what a sight we have seen today folks.  And how sad that it all had to end this 
way for Israel.  Afterall, let’s not forget what the LORD had originally offered His people.  He delivered them from 
slavery in Egypt and clearly and consistently commanded that they worship Him and Him alone.  Now the land is filled 
with new residents, but even they seem bent on worshipping their prefered gods rather than the LORD.”  And then the 
camera turns off and the breaking news event is over.

And so we then, as the viewers are left without a preview of what is next or how things will turn around in “next 
week’s episode”.  Nothing.  Fade to black, story over, series over.  There isn’t going to be an episode in the life of Israel 
next week.  There isn’t going to be an additional season that will resume again after a summer break.  We aren’t 
comforted that it’s “all going to be okay in the end”.  It’s not.  There is no closure.  The story is over and it does not 
end well.

We will start with the lesson that comes out of the last section of verses.  The nations who move into the land of Israel provide 
a lesson for the Christian church today.  It is a common practice in our day to invite non-believers to church or Christian 
gatherings.  In one sense this is a good idea - let them see the love of God in the lives of the Christians and hear the word of 
God through the preaching of the Scripture, etc.   However, this cannot be a replacement for the gospel being the invitation into 
the family of God.  Here’s why this is important.  If we aren’t assessing where people are at based on the gospel, their response 
to it and the growth of spiritual fruit in their lives, we will be tempted to assess things based on attendance, involvement and 
the like.  People are then “assumed” into the church because they show up and stay faithful to attend the meeting rather than 
whether or not they have repented and turned to Christ as their Lord.

Here’s why this concept came to mind in light of the pagan nations moved to the land of Israel.  These pagan nations moved into 
the promised land.  They had trouble in their life and began to seek the God of Israel.  This was a good idea.  It appears that 
they received a certain level of deliverance as a result of this (no more lion attacks are mentioned).  However, while they are 
learning the “Bible” and starting to worship the true God...they never actually rejected their old gods and changed their old 
ways.  If one were to look at their lives from an overhead view we would see people showing up at the meeting, “worshipping” the 
right God, and reading/hearing the Bible...but if we follow them home from the LORD’s gathering, we’d find them walking to 
another temple to worship another god.

The LORD is looking for those who will love and worship Him with all of their hearts and no other gods beside Him.  You can love 
Him with most of your heart and most of your soul and then leave some for another god.  That’s called idolatry.  Worshipping 100 
idols is idolatry and giving worship other than 100% to the LORD is as well.
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Lastly, we learn from the tragic downfall Israel.  I think the obvious takeaway is that the LORD is serious about his covenant.  
He is committed to His word whether the other party is committed to theirs.  In the exile of Israel we see that the LORD is the God 
of truth and justice.  I hope we also recognize his mercy here as well.  For those who have been following the story, we 
recognize that Israel “should have known better” and had many “second chances” but continuously rejected them. 

We live in a society where humanity is quick to blame “God” when justice is served.  “I thought God was a God of love” or “If God 
is so good, why did X, Y, or Z happen” are commonly spoken.  What we miss is the abundance of God’s mercy that has been present 
and presented before the day of justice.  We can’t ignore his daily mercy and complain about his final judgment.  We can’t reject 
his call for us to return to Him and then get angry when trouble comes as a result of our decision to walk our own way.  
Instead, we should respond to his grace, grab on to His mercy and live for Him while we have the chance.

The covenant that the LORD offered Israel was not unfair or cruel.  It was spectacular and simple.  The terms Israel was called 
to keep were clear.  They just chose to seek something else.

The new covenant offered through Jesus is no different.  Our “part of the deal” is miniscule compared to the reward of the 
covenant.   How foolish for us to not hold up our end of the bargain.  What is required of us is “faith”.

Hebrews 11:6 - And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that 
He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. 

Israel lost faith.  And as a result Israel lost God.  So we must learn from their (bad) example and keep the faith, for that is 
our covenant requirement.  And how wonderful is that, for in the end our faith is rooted in the great Father who has invited and 
paid for us to be His children.

May we be resolved in our faith today.  May we remove the idols in our hearts and homes.  May we reject temporal offers of 
momentary and limited “satisfaction” in exchange of eternal life.  May we have hearts that long to obey His word.  May the LORD 
increase our faith and most of all keep us near to Him.  For the greatest treasure of our covenant-keeping reward is to know 
and be with Him.
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